
Maxine Myatt’s Question to the Children’s Services & Education Select Committee 20 
January 2022 with the Director’s response: 
 
The question is outlined below: 
 
I would like to ask Buckinghamshire Council for more information about the Attainment Gap 
between children from disadvantaged background and other children, in our prosperous 
county of Buckinghamshire.  
 
I consider this should be one of the key issues for Councillors and residents in 
Buckinghamshire and that more analysis about the underlying factors relating to the issue 
should be in the public domain. There are particular reasons why we should be very 
concerned about this. The annual Report of the Education Policy Institute 2020 (based on 
2019 data) indicated that nationally narrowing the Attainment Gap had ground to a halt 
even before the Covid 19 pandemic. It is concerning that in Buckinghamshire, the 2019 data 
indicated an already worse situation with a worrying widening of the gap at secondary 
level.   
 
I also note that the way you report performance against this indicator in terms of 
comparison to the national average, does not take into account that Buckinghamshire is a 
prosperous area. When the Education Policy Institute reworked data taking into account 
relative low levels of deprivation in Buckinghamshire (apart from pockets) our situation 
compares less favourably. Alan Milburn’s work on Social Mobility in 2016, for the then 
Conservative Government, found that many of the richest places in England were doing 
worse for their disadvantaged children than places which were much poorer. It is concerning 
that his 2016 report identified South Bucks and Wycombe with some of the largest 
attainment gaps in the country.  
 
I appreciate that Covid 19 will have impacted the situation – indeed we all know that 
disadvantaged children will have been affected more adversely than others. However, we 
are talking about a worrying situation that predates the pandemic.  
 
I appreciate that measuring attainment for 2020 and 2021 has been a challenge, but would 
like to ask specifically if you could you provide a breakdown of the following: 

 Secondary attainment data with outcomes for selective and non-selective schools 
separated 

 Secondary attainment data according to area (Wycombe, Aylesbury, Chiltern and 
South Bucks) 

 Secondary attainment data in relation to Disadvantaged Children according to 
ethnicity. 

 Secondary attainment data in relation to the most Persistently 
Disadvantaged  Children ( Those who remain qualified for free school meals for 80% 
of their school years)  

 
 
 
The response from the Director of Education: 



As described in the report presented to the Select Committee, changes to 
assessments/exams linked to Covid19 restrictions mean that only a limited range of results 
for KS4/GCSE at national and local authority level have been published by the Department 
for Education (DfE).  Local Authorities do not have access to pupil or school level results for 
2020 or 2021 and as a result, we are unable to provide more detailed analysis of results. 
 
As well as comparing Buckinghamshire results to the national average we have compared 
Buckinghamshire results to Statistical Neighbours where this information is 
available.  Statistical Neighbours are other LAs deemed to have similar characteristics based 
on a range of background variables 
 
Secondary attainment data with outcomes for selective and non-selective schools 
separated.  This information was included in the 2019 Education Standards Report available 
at this link – see page 33.  Both selective and non-selective school results compared 
favourably to the national averages for similar schools.  Data by admissions basis has not 
been published by DfE for 2020 or 2021, and we do not have access to the underlying school 
level data that would be needed to calculate Buckinghamshire figures. 
 
Secondary attainment data according to area (Wycombe, Aylesbury, Chiltern and South 
Bucks).  This information is not available for 2020 and 2021 for the reasons above.  2019 
data published by DfE is below. 
 

 
 
 
Secondary attainment data in relation to Disadvantaged Children according to 
ethnicity.  This information is not available for 2020 and 2021 for the reasons above.  2019 
data for the major ethnicity categories, as recorded on school census, are below.  Results for 
the more detailed ethnic groups have also been provided where pupil group numbers are 
large enough. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuckinghamshire.moderngov.co.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fs14080%2FEducation%2520Standards%2520Report%2520Academic%2520Year%25202018-19.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Dover%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7Cd4d13fd3441e497e684608d9e4c9de2b%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637792377928692144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ROcYFelJAh4StwK76lT0xVTAr3JIrDDIMM4KMig8p4g%3D&reserved=0


Secondary attainment data in relation to the most Persistently Disadvantaged  Children 
(Those who remain qualified for free school meals for 80% of their school years).  This is 
not a standard definition of disadvantage, so is not included in published figures.  The 
definition of disadvantage used by the DfE is those pupils eligible for pupil premium, which 
covers children who have been eligible for free school meals at any point in the last 6 
years.  Results for this group of pupils is included in the report to Select Committee. 
 
 
Simon James 

Service Director: Education  
 
 
 
 


